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Te iwi, e ng�  kaihautu o te waka Tainui, 

kei raro I te mana o t�  t� tou K�ngi a T� heitia me te  

Kahui Ariki Paim� rire ki a koutou katoa. 

E te iwi wh� nui e tautoko mai nei i a m� tou 

T� n�  koutou katoa. 

E ai ki a P� tatau, Te Wherowhero 

"Kotahi te k� whao o te ngira, 

E kuhuna ai te miro m� , te miro pango, te miro whero.” 

N�  reira, ng�  mihi ki a koutou, � tir�   ki a t� tou katoa. 

Paim� rire. 

Greetings to the parents and supporters,  

the people of Hamilton and surrounding districts. 

A famous proverb spoken by the first Maori King, 

Potatau Te Wherowhero, says,  

"Through the one eye of the needle pass the 

white threads, the black threads, and red threads.  

Always hold firmly to your love, the law,  

and the faith.” 

This is an eloquent plea for harmony and 

understanding. 

 

T� na r �  t� tou  katoa.  Greetings to you all.  
�
The very warmest of welcomes to you all.   We have over 60 contributing schools, and our diversity is also 
reflected with our families coming from over 50 cultures. 
What a special time awaits you!   You are about to make one of the most significant choices with regards to 
your future – the community of 21st century learners with whom you will enjoy your secondary education.    
A special thank you for considering what we could offer you at Hamilton Girls’ High School.  
 
Choosing Girls’ High means you dare both to follow, and also to help shape - indeed in time to lead - our 
vision.  Be warned!   We won’t be for you if you don’t want to grow into a strong, caring young woman, that 
is, someone who is prepared to be both stimulated - and to be challenged.   On the other hand if you 
believe that learning should be enjoyable, and that a school should be somewhere you can engage 
interactively in your learning, where students should be encouraged and expected to achieve as best they 
can, then Girls’ High could be just the school environment for you!   Our goal is to see you committed to 
lifelong learning, while you become a resilient, confident mature young woman. 
 
We’re about creating a learning culture where you will be satisfied only when you achieve your “personal 
best”.  This year to further our commitment to developing a caring inclusive community we spent a week 
with each year level having a day very focused around the theme: “Everyone Matters”. One response from 
our current passionate, articulate student leaders has been to set up a “Breakfast Club”.  This student-led 
initiative has involved our community contributing so that each young woman can have a nutritious start to 
the day and be ready to engage in her learning.   Other seniors are key members of our “Tech Angels”.  
Leadership is honoured and encouraged among our students.    We are all benefitting from the Leadership  
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 Coaching programme where the key competencies are being embedded so that we 
can develop our vision of “resilient self sufficient learners”.  The vision is assisted 
through our vertical groups which emphasise the significance of being “older 
sisters/younger sisters” through our five small schools – our houses.  With them we 
aim to cultivate our sense of family and community even more deliberately.     
   
We’re keen to ensure you mature while you enjoy and learn more about relating to 
others within our wonderfully diverse multicultural community.  If you join us, you 
must make the most of those varied experiences which we believe add to all the 
learning areas we offer.   We want your engagement and enjoyment to be stimulated 
even more through participation and extension in the artistic, cultural, sporting, 
emotional and service dimensions of your lives.   We expect you to participate in 
some of these dimensions.   Through such opportunities and experiences our young 
women can become confident, caring, nurturing young leaders in our society.     
 
Our parents and caregivers proudly assert an active stake in “our school”.  They are 
a very important part of any of our successes.  Our sports and cultural teams are 
very much indebted to both the energy and the support our parents provide.  The 
intensive live-in training for the likes of our rowers and our netball girls, and the 
nature of their successes says so much about the back up provided though parental 
support.  In one weekend our Girls’ High-Boys’ High combined kapa haka group and 
our Pasifika group competed at regionals and each group was highly commended.  
Our kapa haka group is one of three groups regionally eligible to compete at the 
nationals next year and our Pasifika group came third and was deservedly awarded 
the “most promising” award.  We were so proud of the senior Pasifika girls who had 
taken on the leadership roles and trained them to this high standard.   
 
Our level of community support and partnership is reflected in a superb new initiative 
with the Sunrise Waikato Rotary Club.   This year our second HGHS-Sunrise Rotary 
Artist in Residence will be a writer. Our Board of Trustees and our Old Girls have 
combined to support us with another opportunity: Artist in Focus.  This is a two-day 
intensive workshop offered to our gifted senior art students and our Arts staff.    �
�
We are excited about being 21st century learners.  As staff, alongside our students, 
we see ourselves as learners, lifelong.   We too are aspiring to achieve our “personal 
best” at all times.  We are active as a professional learning community.  At the outset 
we dared you to consider what we offered you at Girls’ High.   If Girls’ High is for you 
we will expect to see you grow in confidence and mature into a self sufficient, 
resilient graduate. We will want you to be very involved in deciding, and actively 
engaging in your learning and taking full responsibility for your educational outcomes.  
 

We invite you to find out more by speaking with our students who are your guides or 
friends, as you weigh up whether or not Girls’ High is an option for you.  Alternatively 
do feel free to contact us directly or view our website ���&���#&#'�		�&�(  with any 
queries.   We wish you all the best as you choose which secondary school will meet 
your needs and wants as a 21st century learner. 
 
 
 
 
 
Mary Ann Baxter 
Principal 
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Core Values: School-wide Goals 
2008-2011 focus: 

�  Passion for learning 
 
�  Determination to achieve 
 
�  Lifelong learning 
 
�  Innovation and creativity 
 
�  Respect for oneself and others 
 
�  Personal responsibility 
 
�  Honesty 
�

�   Engagement with learning 
 
�  Achievement  
 
�  School spirit 
 
�  Links with the community 
�
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�  Proudly academic 
 
�  Positive and challenging environment 
 
�  Lifelong love of learning 
 
�  Personal excellence 
 
�  Learning support 
 
�  GATE – Gifted and Talented Programmes 
 
�  Multi-level studies 
�
� Underpinning everything is the school motto: 
 

“A wise woman shapes her own destiny” 
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�
�  New Programme, introduced 2009, begins implementing the revised NZ 

Curriculum. 
 

�  Meets the needs of 21st Century Learners. 
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Excellence Integrity  Thinking  

Diversity Equity  Using language/symbols/texts 

Community Sustainability  Managing self 

Participation Respect  Relating to others 

Innovation/Inquiry/Curiosity  Participating and contributing 

��� � � ��� � �

�(���������������

�  English 

�  The Arts   (Art, Dance, Drama, Music, Maori Arts and Crafts) 

�  Health and Physical Education  (includes Sport) 

�  Learning Languages   (French, Japanese, Spanish, Te Reo Maori) 

�  Mathematics and Statistics 

�  Science   (includes Environmental Sustainability) 

�  Social Sciences   (Social Studies, Economics, Enterprise Studies, History) 

�  Technology   (includes Food, Resistant and Soft Materials, Graphics, ICT) 

��� � �
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�  ESOL 

�  GATE – Gifted and Talented Programmes 

�  Learning Assistance 

 
 Refer to insert for detailed Year Level specific structure and course outlines. 
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�  Students work towards achieving the National Certificate of Education 

Achievement 
�  Option Booklet available with pre-requisites and pa thways 

 (See www.hghs.school.nz  for details) 
�  Recreation/Service Programme (Years 11, 12, 13) – getting a balance in life 

and learning skills to work with others 
�  Extension classes 
�  Tutorial sessions; Leadership Coaching 
�  Offering of any course or module is subject to suff icient numbers 

and/or adequate staffing 
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�  English 

�  Science 

�  Mathematics 

 

�  Accounting, Art Practical, 
Advanced Physical 
Education (Sport or 
Outdoors) 

�  Careers and Life Skills 
�  Digital Design and 

Photography 

�  Drama  

�  Economics, Enterprise 
Studies, ESOL 

�  French 

�  Geography, History 

�  Independent Living 

�  Information & 
Communication Technology 

�  Japanese 
�  Key Competencies 

�  Music 

�  Social Studies, Spanish 

�  Technology: Graphics and 
Electronics or Resistant and 
Soft Materials 

�  Te Reo Maori 
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�  English �  Accounting, Art Design, 
Art Digital Photography, 
Art History, Art Painting 

�  Biology, Business 
Studies 

�  Career and Life Skills, 
Catering and Hospitality, 
Chemistry, Classical 
Studies, Computer 
Studies, Drama 

�  Early Childhood Ed 

�  Economics, ESOL 

�  Fashion Design, French, 
Geography, Graphics 

�  History, Independent Living, 
Information Management for 
Beginners, Information and 
Communication Technology 

�  Japanese, Legal Studies 

�  Mathematics, Media Studies, 
Music 

�  Physical Education (Outdoors 
or Sports), Physics 

�  Science (Applied), Social 
Studies, Spanish, Technology: 
Food, Graphics, Resistant and 
Soft Materials, Te Reo Maori, 
Tourism 
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�  All Students study five subjects and at least one m odule from 
Recreation/Service (see below)  

�  Courses prepare for University and other Tertiary s tudy or employment  

Choose five subjects from: 

�  Accounting, Art Painting, Design or Digital Photography, Art History, Biology, Business 
Studies 

�  Catering and Hospitality, Chemistry, Civics, Classical Studies, Computing, Drama  

�  English, English with Applications, ESOL English, International English, Economics  

�  Fashion Design, French, Geography, Graphics, History (England option),  Information 
and Communication Technology, Information Management for Beginners  

�  Japanese, Mathematics (Calculus or Statistics with Modelling), Media Studies, Music, 
Nannying and Childcare 

�  Physical Education (Sport or Outdoors), Physics, Science, Social Studies, Spanish,  
Te Reo Maori, Tourism 

*�����	����������� ����������
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�  Choose one full year Course OR 3 short modules for the year (Y11–12) 

�  (Y13 – at least one short module)  

Full Year Options 

�  Dance 

�  Health 

�  Magazine 

�  Performance Music 

�  Philosophy 

�  Physical Education 

�  Sport 

Modules  

�  Arts Promotion and Management 

�  Careers/Gateway (Y12-13 only) 

�  Coaching/Mentoring Sports Teams 

�  Fitness Skills 

�  Health (compulsory Y11) 

�  Kapa Haka 

�  Leadership (compulsory pre-requisite for any Senior 
Leadership roles at HGHS) 

�  Peer Tutoring Skills 

�  Philosophy 

�  Practical skills for Independent Living 

�  Service to School/Community (compulsory sometime in 
Y11-13) 

�  Sports Team Management 

NB:  In Y11-13 programme all students must engage in one 
Health/one Arts/one Sports module and one service/ Careers 
Gateway.  Some can be completed on line. 
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�  Academic Committee 
�  Cultural Committee 
�  Enviro Committee 
�  Executive Council 
�  Head Girl and Deputies 
�  House Captains – House Councils 
�  Ka Awatea - Maori Student Council   
�  Prefects 
�  Sports Council 
�  Student Council 
�  Student Representative on Board of Trustees 

�

All students are welcome to attend these student groups. 
Skills training is provided through our Recreation and Service Modules. 

�  House spirit: Sports Days, Songfest 
�  House “Chicken Cup” Challenges 
�  Mufti days 
�  Senior Ball 
�  School Socials (with Hamilton Boys’ High School) 
�  Student Newsletter “The Buzz” – published and posted out 
�  Supporting House Charities 
�  Talent Quest 
�  Te Wiki o Te Reo Maori 
�  World Vision (40 hour famine) 
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�  Peer Support 

�  Peer Mediation 

�  Library Assistants 

�  Student Newsletter 

�  Tech Angels 

�  Peer Tutoring 

�  Gate Duty 

�  Lab Monitors 

�  Leadership 

�  SADD Committee 
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Tutor Groups (Years 9-13) 

·  A daily meeting with Tutor Group 
Teacher for administrative and 
pastoral support 

·  Whanau Tutor Group  

·  International Student Tutor Group  
 

Dean and Deputy Principal at  
each Year Level 

·  Guidance and support 

·  Restorative approach to problem 
solving issues 

·  Goal setting; school induction 
 

Counsellors 

·  Two counsellors 

·  Confidential support and guidance 

·  Conflict resolution (no-blame 
bullying and mediation) 

 

Careers Counsellor 

·  Support for Option choices 

·  Career pathways planning 

·  STAR, KYC and GATEWAY 
programmes 

 

Dean of International Students 

·  Support for all international 
students, second language 
speakers and refugees 

 

RTLB 

·  School based Learning and 
Behaviour support 

 Hillary Centre 

·  Resiliency Achievement 
Programme 

·  Social/life skills 

·  Self management 
 
Maori Mentoring Coaches 

·  Supports Maori student 
achievement 

 

Pasifika Mentoring Coach 

·  Supports Pasifika student 
achievement 

 

Refugee Homework Centre  

·  Supports refugee homework/ 
achievement 

·  Bi-lingual tutor 

·  Career planning 
 

Students Supporting Students 

·  Peer Support 

·  Peer Mediation 

·  Leadership Coaching 
 

Student Wellness: Health Clinic 

·  A qualified Nurse available 8.30am-
3.00pm daily; if absent a trained 
First Aid person is available 

·  Nurse looks after those who are ill 
or injured at school 

·  If the Nurse/First Aid person 
considers that a student should 
return home, she contacts parents 
to ask them to collect their 
daughter 

·  Free Doctor available one day per 
week on appointment 

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�



��������

���������	� �	����
�

���
������
�	�
��������
����������!
��"������������ �
���
�����
�

��

�	������	��������

�������
�����
������������	� �
��������� 

 ����

�

&4	��5�
����
����9��
�	
�����������	�9����������6�� 	���������� �
�
A wide range of activities which take place outside school time are available.  All students are 
encouraged and expected to participate.  All students participate in the Personal Best Programme.  
Parents’ involvement in Sports Club administration, managing, coaching and refereeing is 
encouraged and welcomed.  Opportunities to learn these skills are provided in the Y11-13 modules 
in their Recreation Programme. 
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Other Activities  
Animation, Badminton, Choirs (Allcomers, Barbershop, Madrigal Group and Gospel), Christian 
Fellowship, Computer Club, Creative Writing Group, Debating, Duathlon, Duke of Edinburgh Award, 
Enviro Committee, Fitness, Formal Speaking, Golf, Indian Students’ Club, International Club, Jazz 
Band, Concert Band, Ka Awatea – (Maori Student Council), Lawn Bowls, Life Drawing, Mooting, 
Orchestra, Overseas Exchanges, Peer Support, Radio Station Group, Road Races, SADD, School 
Productions, Self Defence, Sheilah Winn Shakespeare Competition, Sports Exchanges, Student 
Council, Surf Life Saving, Tap Troupe, Tennis, Theatre Sports, Touch, Triathlons, Volleyball, Weight 
Training. 
 
Students with special ability are identified at all  levels and encouraged to pursue specific 
interests.  The School acknowledges the cultural and sporting commitment of students with Blues 
Awards  presented annually in November.�
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Charcoal Grey Skirt: 
One style only with school label 
 

White Shirt:  

One style only with school label – 
short sleeves (long sleeves 
version available) 

 
Maroon Jersey:  

One style only with school 
monogram 

 
School/sports jacket:  
One style only with school 
monogram 

 
Footwear: 
·  Black leather roman sandals 

(summer) 

·  Sturdy black polishable 
leather, low-heeled, enclosed* 
shoes.  Lace-ups or over-
straps are permitted 
(compulsory winter, 
permissible all year) 

·  Sports shoes, ballet shoes, 
jandals or shoes without a 
durable sole are not  permitted. 

* Enclosed means: shoes must 
cover back, sides and front of 
feet. 

Grey Trousers: 
One style only with school label 
(to be worn in Terms 2 and 3 only) 

 
Blazer:  

One style only with school 
monogram 

 
Scarf:  

Plain black neck scarf (may be 
worn in Terms 2 and 3 only) 
 
All items, except sandals, 
shoes, neck scarf and tights* 
must be purchased from the 
Uniform Shop (Automatic 
payment and second-hand 
clothing available.) 
*Tights are available at the 
UniformShop. 
 
NB: The only jewellery 
permitted is a wristwatch, 
simple ear studs/sleepers and a 
discreet chain, pendant or 
taonga around the neck. 
 

Cultural Adaptation : 
Available on enquiry. 

What about Year 13? 
“Smart Mufti is worn by Year 13 Students” 
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Communication  
Newsletters are posted home or accessed via our website.  Opportunities for  
Parent/Teacher/Student meetings are held regularly.  Dates are advised via 
newsletters and website. 
 

Exchange Programme 
The school has established links with a school in Brisbane, Australia, with which 
there is a reciprocal Exchange programme for our Year 10 students.  A range of 
Exchange Organisations such as AFS, Rotary, ASSE, NZIIU provide further 
opportunities, for our senior students particularly in Years 12 and 13. 
 

House System  
The school is organized into five houses.  They are Campbell (orange), Edgecumbe 
(blue), Heads (red), MacDiarmid (green) and Wilson (yellow). 
 

International Students  
International students make a valuable cultural contribution to the school and the 
Hamilton community and their presence and friendship broadens the perspective of 
our students. 
 

Music 
The music suite provides facilities for students to pursue musical interests.  It 
includes five practice rooms, a keyboard laboratory, one instrument store room and 
two teaching areas.  Students can use computers with music software and multi-track 
recorders for compositions. 
 

Music Activities 
Itinerant teachers give lessons in singing, violin, viola, cello, flute, clarinet, oboe, 
cornet, trumpet, trombone, tenor horn, saxophone, string bass, classical and folk 
guitar, electric bass, keyboard and rock band percussion.  Students enrolled in 
lessons pay an administration fee of $40.00 to cover general music costs.  Some 
instruments are available for hire. 
 

Musical activities include Orchestra, Wind Ensemble, Rock Bands, Concert Band, 
Choir, as well as ensemble groups and a piano competition.  Opportunities exist to be 
involved with school productions and with the Waikato Youth Orchestra, Symphonic 
Wind Band and Choir.  If your daughter wishes to have singing or instrument lessons 
there will be an opportunity to discuss this at a time to be notified.  A musical 
instrument hireage company will also be displaying instruments.  Lessons commence 
upon the payment of fees and the return of the signed music contract. 
 
 

Old Girls  
The School values its links with the past and is developing a web-based “Our Old 
Girls” Membership.  We produce a newsletter each term which is also to be found on 
our website.  For more info about the reunion in 2011 go to www.hghs.school.nz  
 

Student Diary  
A student diary is issued to each student at the beginning of the school year. It 
contains details of school events, rules, regulations and a personal development 
focus. 
 

Whanau Support Group  
This is open to the parents and whanau of all Maori students.  The school kaumatua 
is Mr John Ahu, and the kuia is Mrs Mamaarangi Kaihau. 
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Materials Fees 
Some subjects require an additional fee.  Please check with the appropriate Dean. 
Year 9 students pay a fee to cover materials used in practical courses. 
 

Text Books 
These are provided free, but losses or damage must be paid for.  An initial 
administration fee of $20 is charged to offset the expenses involved in covering and 
maintaining textbooks. 
 

Foreign Fee Paying Students 
There is only a limited number of places available for such students.  The annual fee 
is set by the Board of Trustees.  10% of this fee is paid to the Ministry of Education. 
 

School-wide Individual Printing and Photocopying Le vy 
All students are required to pay a $10 contribution towards the cost of school-wide 
technology including provision of internet access for students. 
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In an ideal world our Board of Trustees would prefer not to have to ask 
parents/caregivers to pay a school donation.  However, school donations are sought 
from parents/caregivers because the Operational Grant provided by Government is 
not adequate to provide services which the Board of Trustees consider to be essential 
for a well rounded education and the well-being of all our students. 
 
School Donations enable us to offer: 

�  The Health Clinic, its staff and resources 
�  Student identify cards 
�  School diaries 
�  School newsletters 
�  School’s contributions to funding for the Sportfit Coordinator and Arts 

 Coordinator and the Sports and Arts Academy 
�  School-wide High Achievers’ Support Fund 
�  School’s Security Officer 

 
It is important to us that we do not withdraw anything which would affect a student’s 
schooling, safety, physical well-being or self-esteem.  It is also important, however, 
that the School Donations are collected; we could not provide the above services 
without them.  Every student has access to all the provisions available, and is in no 
way disadvantaged should parents/caregivers choose not to pay the donation. 
 
If payment of the donation is difficult it can be paid in instalments or an approach can 
be made to the Principal. 

 
Currently the school donation is $156 per student o r $312 per family. 
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�  A modern boarding hostel, which provides a safe, supportive environment for 
girls attending HGHS. 

�  Sonninghill is located in Marama St, a short walk to HGHS. 
�

���������	����
�  Junior boarders share two-bed cubicles in dormitories 
�  Senior boarders stay in motel-style units with four beds and an ensuite 
�  Fully catered central dining room 

 

�	
�- �
�  Two supervised prep rooms with computers and trained tutors 
�  Separate senior study/computer facilities 

 

*�����	��������*���4�	��� �
�  Landscaped grounds with solar-heated swimming pool, tennis/netball court 

and BBQ area 
�  Activities Room: table tennis, pool table, piano, gym equipment 
�  TV auditorium with home theatre 
�  Lounge for socialising; Piano Room; Quiet Room 
�  Separate senior facilities; luxurious lounge with kitchenette, plasma TV/ 

Sky/DVD player 
 

��������	�
�  Minibus to transport students to cultural / sporting activities 
�  Close to public transport for home leave 
 

:����(�� ��
�  Compulsory set leave two weekends each term 
�  Home leave permitted every weekend (except one compulsory stay-in duty 

weekend per term for Years 9-11) 
�

#���������������	�����
�  Limited places available; early application essential 
�  Fees and hostel prospectus available on request 

 

Applications should be made to : 

Director of Boarding Phone:  07 839 0074 
Sonninghill Hostel Fax: 07 839 5287 
PO Box 512 Email: johnstg@hghs.school.nz 
HAMILTON 
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Principal:  Mary Ann Baxter 
Deputy Principal:  Kathy Paterson 
Deputy Principal:  Jill Carter  
Deputy Principal: Kerry Jenner 
Assistant Principal: Katrina Ennor 
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 Chairperson: Diane Johnson 
  
   Jim Annett 
  Mary Ann Baxter 
  David Cooke 
  Phillip Curnow 
  Greg Frear 
  Elizabeth Hunter 
  Andrew McRae 
  April Tauelangi 
  Ken Williamson 
� � � �
 Staff Representative:  Joan Armstrong 
  
 Student Representative: Kelsi Hamilton 
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 Address:  Ward Street, Hamilton 
  PO Box 1267, Hamilton 3240 
 

 Phone:  07 839 1304 
 

 Fax:  07 834 1394 
 

 Email:  administration@hghs.school.nz 
 

 Website:  www.hghs.school.nz 
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